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Spring is here!

Warm sun, gentle breeze
and showers bring us a new
green season—the spring !
e | Ne air is full of the fragrant
"™ smell of fresh grass and the
early blooms; our eyes are
full of the colors of magnolia,
daffodils, cherry blossoms,
tulips; our ears are full of the
happy sounds of birds and
children! Our soul and body
have being awakened by Spring . There are a lot of activities will go on in this
season in China: Arbor Day (3/12 Zhi Shu Jie); Tomb Sweeping Day (Qing
Min Jie); May Day (International Labor Day) and on. Chinese people believe
that ” a whole year’s plan is determined in spring (— & 2 it 7 F &/y1 nian zhi ji
zai yu chiun ).So please enjoy the season and at same time, make your Chi-
nese learning plans for the coming summer and on. Learning is like farming:
sow the seeds in spring, then harvest in autumn. (F#F35/chdn hua qia shi).

%2012 RAY CHINESE SUMMER CAMP

Curriculum: - Chinese language classes -
Art - Crafts - Sports - Math - Chess - Go -
Dance ‘computer- Movies

Time: 7:30am---5:00pm (after
5:00pm $5/per hour)
Ten weeks, from June 4th to August 10th
(Excluding weekends and July 4th, )
Location: - Benedictine University, Lisle, IL
60532
Cost: The weekly rate includes Lunch, Snack
RCS and T-shirt
Register 3 weeks or more $185/week
Register 2 weeks or less $195/week

& $20 one time registration fee
Events *$25 discount for registering in the week of
4™ of July.
The online Registration Starts on March 23,
2012.

News

For more details, please visit
www.raychineseschool.or
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http://www.raychineseschool.org

What’s 1n a Chiese Character

A | 2o

Word of
the
Month

o

dong

ZIN

Written character: 5 strokes

;Jj\ @ . east and west;

things

east succeeded one morning when he observed

Practice Chinese Characters here:

Man turned his head around, looking for a
suitable sign for “east” — the direction he

faced when he saw the sun rise every day. He

the sun (H) through the trees (/K). So sun

(H) behind tree (K) became east (%:).
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RCS Calendar and Holidays
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Tomb Sweeping Day {EBIF qing ming jié

(lingming Jie is on April 5. This custom can be traced back to over one
thousand years ago. In Tang Dynasty, the habit of taking an excursion on
this day was developed. At this time, spring returns and dominates the
earth again. The feel of growing life is in the air, with sap ascending in
trees and buds bursting. Besides enjoying the new spring(#% 75 ta
™ qing ), Ghinese peaple would take this time to go back to their home-
€ town and visit loved one's graveyard |- 5 (shang fén) In front of loved
. " ones' graves. they put food in a clean plate with chopsticks aside, fill
cups with wine or tea, lit special candle sticks (5% 7+ shao xiang).
| ~ knee down, have three bows and would say to the departed love ones
07 like this:" xxx, | come to see you. | bring you your favorite food and
drinks, please enjoy yourself “. Then they will burn the paper money as
it they would like to make sure that the departed loved ones wouldn't worry about lacking of money for their heavenly life.
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Qing Ming (Tang Dynasty: Du Mu)
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Showers were falling on Qing Ming Day,
Sad faces & hurrying feet were on the road.

. “Where has a winery, please?”
qingming shijié yu fénfén

E F - 95 a2

[S shgﬁg x?:gjr)énl?u 'gu?n' hun i§ “Apricot Village” , a cowboy pointed the way.
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jieé wén jitjia héchu ydu
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mutong yao zhi xinghua can
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